Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 GENEVA 12147 01 OF 02 142141Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 IO-13 ISO-OO DEAE-00 CIAE-00 INR-07 
JUSE-00 NSAE-00 CTME-00 SNM-05 TRSE-00 USIA-06 
NSC-05 OES-07 OMB-01 SS-15 SP-02 L-03 AID-05 
IGA-02 HEW-04 OIC-02 /090 W 

043966 142204Z/41 

R 141605Z DEC 77 
FM USMISSION GENEVA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4094 
INFO AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG 
AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SECTION 01 OF 02 GENEVA 12147 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SNAR, UN 

SUBJECT: EUROPEAN REGIONAL NARCOTICS COOPERATION AND 
ACTIVITIES OF UN DIVISION OF NARCOTIC DRUGS (DND) 

REF: (A) BONN 20334 (NOTAL); (B) COPENHAGEN 7142; 

(C) BRUSSELS 17710; (D) STATE 284797 

SUMMARY. WHILE GRATIFIED BY AFFIRMATIVE STEPS IN INTERNA- 
TIONAL DRUG CONTROL TAKEN BY PARIS MEETING OF POMPIDOU 
INITIATIVE COUNTRIES REPORTED REFTELS, MISSION SUGGESTS 
THAT POSSIBLE DUPLICATION OF EFFORT ON DRUG CONTROL 
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ACTIVITIES, ESPECIALLY WITH RESPECT TO THE TWO 
COMMISSIONS REPORTED REF A, COULD BE AVOIDED AND EFFECTIVE- 
NESS OF EFFORTS ENHANCED BY CLOSER COORDINATION BETWEEN 
POMPIDOU INITIATIVE MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES OF DND. END 
SUMMARY. 

1 . MISSION WAS GRATIFIED BY PARIS MEETINGS SERIOUSNESS 
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OF PURPOSE IN ESTABLISHING A COMMISSION TO LOOK INTO THE 
SCIENTIFIC EXAMINATION OF HEROIN TO DEVELOP STANDARD 
EXAMINATION METHODS FOR ALL MEMBERS, ONE MAJOR GOAL OF 
WHICH WOULD BE TO LOCATE MORE ACCURATELY THE COUNTRY OF 
ORIGIN OF THE HEROIN. MISSION NOTES IN THIS CONNECTION 
THAT THE UN NARCOTICS LABORATORY, (DND), CONVENED AN EXPERT 
GROUP IN HONG KONG (17-21 OCTOBER 1977) TO STUDY "THE 
FEASIBILITY OF USING CHEMICAL CHARACTERISTICS FOR 
IDENTIFYING SOURCES OF HEROIN AND FOR TRACKING ITS MOVE- 
MENT IN THE ILLICIT TRAFFIC". PARTICIPANTS INCLUDED TWENTY 
EXPERTS FROM A WIDE VARIETY OF COUNTRIES, PLUS THREE FROM 
UN LAB. TWO PARTICIPANTS WERE FROM "POMPIDOU INITIATIVE" 
COUNTRIES: PROF. R. P. BOURDON, DIRECTEUR.L AB ORAT OIRE DE 
BIOCHIMIE - TOXICOLOGIE, HOPITAL FERNAND WIDAL, PARIS; 

AND DR. E. M. MULLER, SCIENCE DIRECTOR, CRIMINAL LABORATORY, 
BUNDESKRIMINALAMT, WEISBADEN, FRG. 

2. THE RECENTLY PUBLISHED REPORT OF THIS MEETING (COPIES 
FORWARDED IO/HDC) INDICATES THAT THE EXPERTS REVIEWED 
THE PROBLEMS OF "HEROIN SIGNATURE" AND THE STATE OF THE 
ART WITH RESPECT TO SOLVING THEM, AND STATED, AMONG OTHER 
CONCLUSIONS, THE FOLLOWING: 

BEGIN TEXT - "THE EXPERT GROUP WAS OF THE OPINION THAT 
THE USE OF CHEMICAL CHARACTERISTICS FOR IDENTIFYING 
SOURCES OF HEROIN AND FOR TRACKING ITS MOVEMENT IN THE 
ILLICIT TRAFFIC APPEARS FEASIBLE. IT WAS RECOGNIZED THAT 
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THE SCIENTIFIC CONTRIBUTIONS ALREADY MADE IN THIS FIELD 
WERE ONLY POSSIBLE BY EXCHANGES OF APPROPRIATE SAMPLES AND 
METHODOLOGY. THE FOLLOWING POINTS WERE CONSIDERED TO BE 
OF PRIMARY IMPORTANCE FOR PROGRESS IN THIS FIELD: 

- ADEQUATE NUMBERS OF SAMPLES OF ESTABLISHED HISTORY; 

- A SYSTEM FOR THE RAPID EXCHANGE OF SAMPLES; 

- THE DEVELOPMENT OF TECHNOLOGY; 

- CORRELATION OF SIGNIFICANT DATA. 

THE EXPERT GROUP STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE OF THE ROLE OF 
THE UNITED NATIONS NARCOTICS LABORATORY IN COORDINATING 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THESE ACTIVITIES." END TEXT. 

3. MISSION IS SENDING TWO COPIES OF FULL REPORT OF HONG 
KONG MEETING TO U.S. NARCOTICS COORDINATOR, BONN, FOR 
TRANSMITTAL, AT POST'S DISCRETION TO CHAIRMAN OF "HEROIN 
SMUGGLING” COMMISSION. WE BELIEVE IT MIGHT BE USEFUL TO 
THIS COMMISSION TO CONTACT DR. O. BRAENDEN, DIRECTOR, UN 
LABORATORY FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT THE LAB'S 
ACTIVITIES WITH RESPECT TO "HEROIN SIGNATURE", SO THAT 
EFFORTS OF THESE ORGANIZATIONS WILL REINFORCE AND NOT 
DUPLICATE EACH OTHER. MISSION HAS IMPRESSION UN LAB WOULD 
WELCOME COORDINATION WITH AND POSSIBLY SUPPORT FROM 
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POMPIDOU INITIATIVE COUNTRIES IN THE EXTENSIVE WORK TO BE 
DONE IN THIS FIELD. 

4. THE OTHER COMMISSION ESTABLISHED AT THE PARIS MEETING 
(REF A) WILL PERFORM SEVERAL FUNCTIONS WHICH, ALTHOUGH 
THEY MIGHT NOT OVERLAP, FALL VERY CLOSE TO OTHER ACTIVITIES 
PERFORMED BY THE DND. 

5. MISSION SUGGESTS DEPARTMENT MAY WISH CONSIDER 
WHETHER EFFORTS SHOULD BE MADE TO ENCOURAGE CLOSER 
RELATIONS BETWEEN THESE BODIES. WE NOTE THAT MR. MICHAEL 
DAVIES, CHIEF, ILLICIT TRAFFIC SECTION, DND, WROTE MR. 

G. I. DE DENEY, UK HOME OFFICE, ON 29 NOVEMBER 1977 
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SUGGESTING THE POSSIBILITY OF HAVING A DND REPRESENTATIVE 
INVITED AS AN OBSERVER TO WORKING LEVEL MEETINGS OF THE 
MINISTERIAL GROUP, IF NOT TO THE MINISTERIAL GET-TOGETHERS 
THEMSELVES. MISSION BELIEVES THIS IDEA HAS MERIT AND 
RECOMMENDS THAT, IF DEPARTMENT AGREES, ACTION BE TAKEN TO 
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CONVEY ENCOURAGEMENT OF CONCEPT TO APPROPRIATE MEMBERS 
OF POMPIDOU GROUP. VANDEN HEUVEL 
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